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Miscellancous methods-

Parker, D Re Method of oerrv14g . The early method of.. carry=-
stocks. T ing stocks in this'insti-
s tution wag ‘to keep' them
in bottles, merely shnklnﬂ thvm from tht old éne into the new
one at each change, with occasional etherization and ‘examina-
tion of them. Last year, however, we adopted a new method
which seeims to be more efficient. The stocks are now car-
ried in vials, keeping one old vial and mating three new-ones.
at each change. The four are festened togethor by means of a
rubber band to which is attached the tag label., The flies are
etherized by means of the massé method of Altenburg.

.~ The. advantages of this system ere: (1) The flies are ex-
amined 2%t each change, and (2) by making 3 new vials- the -
chances of loss by contamination are greatly reduceds’ It is .
possible by this method to practically rid all of the stocks
of mites, provided there are no edvorse conditions of temner-
ature,

This method taﬁes a bit more time ‘then the older one, but
Cit will oerhaps reoay the 1oss with better stocks. . (Copled -
- from DIS-4: 68). o R
Muller, H.J, Lgbelling,of stock 'In place of the usual -
cultures. ' ' . - Drectlce ‘of Drosophila
' ' o laboratories of pesting
a label on each stock oulture and. wrltlng the name of the stock
anew at each transfer, I have for meny yeers found 1t much
quicker and less subject ;to' error, if the designation of the
stock' is written once for 21l in ink or India ink on both, sides
of a cardboard tag which is affixed through its string to a
rubber band that passes around the neck of the culture vessel,
This tag 1s transferred to the new vessel when ‘the flies ere
trensferred, and it is best to heve a separatc tag for each
culture vessel. (Copied from DIS-3: 52)

‘ Hoover, Margsret E. Mailntenance Drosoohlla stock bottles
of stocks. - . are keot at Cold Soring
. h Harbor in galvenized '

tin trays filled with soap solution to prevent spreading of

. ~ml%es, and are placed on wooden shelves constructed for this

purpose. . These shelves measure 36 x 11-1/4 inches,” Four bot-
tles can be placed in a row the width of the shelf and acbout
fourteen bottles lengthwise without any crowding., Our cabinets
have ten shelves each from the floor to the ceilinm so thet one
cabinet will hold 140 cultures. -

Following H.J. Muller's suggestlon (DIg-3, 1935) stocks
are labeléd by using small celluloild or heavy cerdboard tags on
which the labels are ‘written; an clastic band is looped through
a hole punched in each tag and slivped.over the neck of the
bottle, .With the transfer of culturass, the tegs are dipped in
carbon ‘titrachloride to prevent the soroad of mites and transe
ferred to a new bottle. Heading each row of four bettles on
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the shelves 1s a labeled ¢ellulotd tdg-hooked over the cnd of
the tin tray by a card holder. The stocks arc arrsngod on the
-ghelves according ‘to the listing®in DISs e

- . Stocks are keot in 1/4 pint milk bottles. Psoer lek caps
witha flap are used as stoppers. Expericnce 1ndicstes that
viriais stocks go better in'small containere.' C

Mullér, H. J. Supplying,vial_. Ll When numerqus snall vials

w1thopapor. : ) ' Y07 have to be handled it s
) c0 time consuming to :pregere

and insert paper for each one, although-the bresence of naper
is helpful. * For ‘this purvose it.1s convenient to use white con=-
fetti, which can be purchased already orepared in considerable
ovantities. . This ig:8ifted between the fingers into the cul-
turcs en masse, a8 they stand still uncovered after heving been-
seeded with yeast. (Copied from DIS-3: 52).=

BrieflejL Jean . -Method for hand- - I have found 30 by'lOO-mm.
ling vials in trcnsfers of Active vials well suited to single
fliese _ ' . S psir matings. In nmy work

- 1t 'is neccessary to trans-
fer these pairs to frosh v1cls freouently, without etherization.
The size of the vials mekes 1t hard to hold their mouths in
exact apposition during the trensfer., To eliminate the chance
of their slipping, I usc a c~shaped mctal band about 15 mm., wide,
which slips over the end of the viel, protruding helf its width
be¥ond the mouth. The other vial fits into this Half of the
ring, ~and 'the two viels rrc held fifmly together, -Any metal
will do, as long as 1t is fairly thin and ocuite fleAible. It
must be elastic ecnough to cling closcly to the glass and adjust
itself to the variations in sizos of vials. (Univofsity of
¥ichigan). )
Yalger, S8, Transfer of flies. ' We have obtslnod our best
: . " results ¥n transfers by
- inserting into the food, cones made of towelling paper. Ether-
ized Tlies come to in thése cones without getting wet or dirty.
. The larvae creep up on the paper znd pupate on it.

Stern, Curt Feeding flies - 'Food (water-molasses—
kent temoorarily in vials. C" S ‘agar, filled into Petri-
O dishes, before cornmeal
is added to the nixture used Tor bottles) is placed on a par-
. allelogram=shaped viece 'of cardboard (SlZG"Z ¢ 25 mm, ‘alti-
tude 20 mm., thickncess 1 mm.). These cafdboerd pleces are
cheaper then paper spoons end ane orddred pcr 5000 or 10,000
from stationery storeés. The shape of the vicge elininates the
dangsr of crushing flies (method suggcst 4 1n 1931 by Dr. Fo
Koller, then 1n Berlin~D9hlem) o

L _ W
Oliver, C.P. Protection of ' . Mice have made necessary
cultures from mice. - P the use of = fsubstitute
‘ R ‘ RS .for cotton: nlugs for
cultures which arec left outside a elosed chember. Paper milk




