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Miscellaneous meth6d 

Parker, D.R, 	Methbd of carrying �’- The early method of. carry- 
sto.ck. ... 	ing stocks in this"i-nsti- 

tution wad ’&b keep them 
in bottles, mely shaking them, from thb old one into the new 
one at each change,’ with occasia1 etherization and examina-
.tion of them. Last year, however, we adopted a new method 
which Oeeie, o benore efficient. The stocks are now car-
ried in vials, keeping one old vial ’and mating three itewon.es. 
at each change. The four are fastened together by means of a 
rubber.band to which is attachod the tag label. The. flies are 
etherized by means of the mass method of Altenburg. 

-: 

 

The- advantages of this system are: (1) The.,iies. re  ex-
amined at each change, and (2) by making 3 new iÆl the 
chancesof lose - by contamination are greatly reducedt it is 
possible by this method .t& practically rid all of the stocks 
of mites, provided there are no adverse bondi’tions of teiner-
attire. 

This method takes a bit mre time than the older one, but 
it will Derhaps repay the losswithbotter stocks. 	(Copied 
from DIS-4:65). 	. 	 .- 

Muller, H.J. 	Labelling of stock 	In plaoQ of the usual 
cultures, 	 . 	practice of Drosophila. 

laboratories of pasting 
a label on each stock culture and. writing the name of the stOck 
anew at each transfer, I have for many years found It much 
quicker and less subject ’to error, If the designation of the 
stock’ is written once for all in ink or India ink on both, sides 
of a cardboard tag which is affixed through its string- to a 
rubber band that passes around the neck of the culture vessel. 
This tag is transferred to the new vessel when the flies crc 
transferred, and it is best to have a separato tag or each 
culture vessel. 	(Copied from DIS-3: 52). 

Hoover; Margaret E. 	Maintenance 	Drosophila stock boti..es 
of stocks. 	. 	 are ke3t at Cold Spring 

Harbor in galvanized 
tin trays filled with soap solution to pre vent spreading of 

..,mites, and are placed on wooden shelves constructed for this 
purpose. These shelves measure 36 x 11-1/4 Inches.’.’ nches. Four bot- 
tles can be placed in a row the width of the shelf and about 
fourteen bottles lengthwise without any crowding. Our cabinets 
have tn shelves each from the floor to the ceiling so that one 
cabinet vill. hold 140cultures..  

Following H.J. Muller’s suggestion (DIS-3, 1935) stocks 
are labelod by using small celluloid or heavy cardboard tags on 
which the labels arewritten; an elastic band is looped through 
a hole punched in each tag andslippeover the neck of the 
bottle. With the transfer of culturüs, the tags are dipped in 
carbon ttrach1orIde to prevent the spread of mites and trans-
ferred: to a new bottle. Heading each ’ow of four bottles on 
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the shelves is a labeled 6e1Ip. tOo1c: over the end of 
the Vtjn  tray by a card holder. The stocks arc arranged on the 
1eles according to the list.nin 	 . p ’.. � 
- Stocks are kept in 1/4 pint milk bottles. Paper milk’ - caps 

witha flap are used asstoppers. Experience indicates that 
viri.is.stoekVgo better 	 onthier3. - 

Muller, H.J. 	Supp]4rtng v1a3:T..;V 	When nunieraus small vials 
with p:aper. 	 have to be handlo.d it is 

time consuming toprepare 
and insert paper for each one, although- -.the - reence of paper 
iahelpfal.. For. :this purpose it . is convenientto use WhIte con-
fetti, which can 	 already prepared in considerable 
ouantities. This i:ifted beten the fingers into the cul-
turos en masse, aa they stand still uncoered after having been 
seeded with yeast. (Copied from DIS-3: 52). 

Brierley, Jean Method f or hand- 	I have found 30 by 100 mm6 
ling vials in transfers of Active 	vials well suited to single 
flies. 	 V 	

. 	 pair matings. In my work 
it is necessary to trans- 

fer these pairs to fresh vials freeuently, without atherizatioh. 
The size of the vials makes it hard to hold their mouths in 
exact apposition during the trVanÆf er. To I elrninate th.e chance 
of their slipping, I isc a c-shaped rectal band about 15 rem, wide, 
which slips over the end of the vial, protruding hoif its width 
beyond the mouth. The bthei vial fits into thi6 half of the 
i’ing,nd the 1wb vials,: iO held fii’mly together. Any metal 
Will do -  as long as it is fai!rly thin and oulte flexible. It 
must be elastic enough t6 cling closely, to the glass and adjust 
itself to the variations in sizes of vials. (Uniorsity of 
Michigan).  

Yaiser, S. 	Transfer of flies. 	: We have obtained our beet 
results i,n transfers by 

inserting into the food.-cones.-made of towelling paper. Ether-
ized flies come to in those cones wi1ot g3ttng wet or dirty. 
The larvae creep up on the paier and pupate on it. 

Stern, Curt Feeding flies 	 Food (water-molasses- 
kept temporarily in vials. 	 -agar, filled into Petri- 

dishes, before cornmeal 
is added to the mixture used for bottles) is placed on a p ar_ 
a11e1ogranlshap Ved piece - of carboarcl (siz e -12,  x 25 rem. a1ti. 
tude 20 rem., thickness 1 mm.). Those cardboard pieces are V 

cheaper than paper spoons and arc) ordrd pr .5000 or 10,000 V 

from stationer stores. The shape df the nice eliminates the 
danger of crushing flies (method .suggesod in .19i by Dr. F. 
Koller, then in Berl inDh1 em) . 

Oliver, C . P. 	protection of 	V Mice have madº necessary 
cultures from mi ce.- ,,-,, ,’substitute  the uso of  

-for cottoi plugs for. 
cultures which are left outside a closed chamber. paper milk 


